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The active claims are 1-18. 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 

form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 9-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Shapiro 
(USP 5,991,810). 

See at least the abstract, Figure 1 and the description thereof in Shapiro. Shapiro 
teaches a gateway 22 comprising a CPU 24, a communication circuit (bus 30 and the 
control thereof) and a memory 26. As to the content of the memory, the court held that 
claims directed to apparatus must be distinguished from the prior art in terms of 
structure rather than function. In re Danly; 263 F.2d 844, 847, 120 USPQ 528, 531 
(CCPA 1959. "[Apparatus claims cover what a device is, not what a device does." 
Hewlett-Packard Co. v. Bausch & Lomb Inc., 909 F.2d 1464, 1469, 15 USPQ2d 1525, 
1528 (Fed. Cir. 1990). A claim containing a "recitation with respect to the manner in 
which a claimed apparatus is intended to be employed does not differentiate the 
claimed apparatus from a prior art apparatus" if the prior art apparatus teaches all the 
structural limitations of the claim. Ex parte Masham, 2 USPQ2d 1647. See MPEP 21 14. 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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Claims 1-8 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Babbitt (USP 6,618,757). 

With respect to all independent claims 1, 8 and 18, and dependent claims 3-5, 
see at least the abstract, Figures 1 and 2 and the description thereof in Babbitt. Babbitt 
teaches a system for providing a publicly routable Internet Protocol address to a host 
computer located on a private network. The system includes a gateway 16 connected 
between a private network and a public network (Internet), a DHCP and a NAT 
connected to the gateway (See Figures 1 and 2 and the abstract in Babbitt), and a host 
(see "subscriber" in Babbitt, column 1 line 49 and column 3 line 16, etc. for examples). 
Babbitt also teaches assigning public IP addresses and private IP addresses to entities 
connected to the networks (see "assign.." throughout the specification of Babbitt, for 
examples, see "assigning" in line 8 of the abstract, lines 29, 39, 42 and 49 of column 1 , 
etc.). Babbitt does not specify which particular entities are assigned with public or 
private IP addresses. It is well known in the art that IP addresses must be assigned to 
any network including any private or public networks in order for the entities couple 
thereto to communication with each other (column 1 , lines 38-44). It is also well known 
that public IP addresses must be used for communication if public network is used for 
communication by the entities, vise versa for private network. It would have been 
obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to assign private and public IP address to 
entities coupled to the private or public networks such that they are able to 
communicate with each other. 

As to claim 2, see ISP in line 8 of column 8. 
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As to claim 6, see web page in line 18 of column 10 in Babbitt. 
As to claim 7, see NAT in Figures 1 and 2. 
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